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PREFACE 


The group of prehistoric sites centred around the area of Callanish, 
on the Isle of Lewis, is one of the major megalithic complexes of the British 
Isles. In addition to the spectacular “main site", Callanish I, there are many 
fascinating “minor sites" in the area. Some of these would have received more 
attention if not overshadowed by their greater neighbour, and are well worth a 
visit in their own right. Anyone attempting to understand the motives of the 
builders of Callanish should take all the sites into account. 


The Standing Stones of Callanish, when it first appeared in 1977, 
was the first book about the main site. It contained photographs and brief 
notes on eight of the minor sites. So much new information has been discovered 
since 1977 that the expanded version of SSC, entitled NEW LIGHT ON THE 
STONES OF CALLANISH, has no space for the minor sites. In any case, for those 
visitors with time to spare for exploring the minor sites, the brief notes in 
SSC were never sufficient. 


This book is a compilation of the more important published material 
about the known and suspected megalithic sites in the Callanish area. It is 
hoped that it will prove a useful “field guide" for visitors who want to get 
slightly off the beaten track to see some little-known monuments. 


ARCHAEOL OGY 


Unfortunately, this book contains very little "true archaeology". 
Beyond a bald description of each site, there is nothing factual to say, 
except to repeat Ellice’s inadequate account of the potentially interesting 
finds at site II in 1858. 


Recent excavation results from Callanish I, reported in New Light on 
the Stones of Callanish, have at last provided some insight into the people 
who constructed and adapted that magnificent site. But there are many 
questions to be asked about the minor sites, which could be answered only by 
proper excavation. Archaeologists take note ! 


Were all the sites constructed at around the same date Md 
Were there cultural differences between the builders of the various sites? 
What was the true nature of the five pits found at site II ? 

How much more extensive are sites V and XI beneath their covering of peat? 
Which of the single stone sites are true prehistoric megaliths ? 

How many more sites have already disappeared - under peat, under the rising 
sea-level, or into houses and walls ? 


To answer these questions would be a majors long-term archaeological 
project. Funding would be very difficult to obtain at present. But I feel that 
a start should be made as soon as possible. 


In the meantime, more of the sites should be scheduled as Ancient 
Monuments. Only sites I to IV receive official protection at present. In my 
opinion, sites VIII, V, XI and X should take priority, in that order. 
Site VIII in particular has suffered from a great deal of damage in recent 
years, and a fence has been constructed across part of site V. Site VIIIA was 
an erect stone less than 20 years ago, but was thrown aside in order to widen 
a road to two crofts. 


aS "THOM NUMBERS" 


The numbering of sites in the area from Callanish I to Callanish XIX 
was introduced by Professor Thom (1967) and expanded by a Glasgow University 
team (1974) and by Ponting, Ponting and Curtis (1976 and 1977). 


The Callanish numbers have become widely accepted. I recently spoke to 
a local person about the circle at Cnoc Fillibhir Bheag - a name which has 
been used in some form or another at least since 1846 and appears on the O.S. 
maps. Although Gaelic was his mother tongue, he had not heard the name before. 
"I thought it was called Callanish III", he commented ! 


In a letter to Current Archaeology in 1979, Aubrey Burl objected to 
the use of these numbers on three grounds. Burl’s first point was that "there 
is already an accepted and traditional name for each site". This is not quite 
true, as the lists of alternative names for some sites given in this book 
will demonstrate. Indeed, Burl’s own major work on stone circles first 


introduced the name “Loch Roag" for site II, which is imprecise and had never 
been used for the site previously. 


Secondly, Burl stated "these new names are inexact" as some of the 
sites are not within the village of Callanish. His third, and most valid, 
objection was that the use of the numbers suggests that all the sites were 


inter-related when "the variety of the architecture ... suggests the 
opposite". 


Our own criterion for including a site as part of the "Callanish 
Complex" is that it should be clearly visible from one or preferably more of 


the other sites - while accepting that the inter-relationship of the sites is 
not proved. 


My main argument for retaining the Callanish numbers is one of 
convenience. Most archaeologists and most visitors to Callanish have little or 
no knowledge of Gaelic and "Cnoc Ceann a Gharraidh" and "Airigh Mhaold&nuich" 
do not exactly sit lightly on a Sassenach - or indeed Californian ! —- tongue. 
It is so much easier to discuss "site II" and "site XV". But it is important 
that the "true name" of each site is agreed. 


Margaret Ponting and I, with the invaluable help of the late John 
Maciver of Breasclete, took a great deal of trouble to determine the most 
appropriate name for each site. Inevitably, in a Gaelic-speaking island, 
almost all of these names are in Gaelic. We have also provided an approximate 
pronunciation guide and an English translation for each site name. (These have 
all been checked for us by Donald Macaulay, who has a dual qualification for 


this as Head of Celtic Studies at Aberdeen University and as a native of Great 
Bernera,.) 


I suagest that the carefully-researched Gaelic names as given in this 
book are accepted as definitive by archaeologists. For convenience, the 
Callanish numbers should still be given, in brackets. 


SHARBAU*S PENCIL 
SKETCHES OF THE 
STONES AT SITE IV 
(Crown Copyright. 
NMR) 


WRITTEN RECORDS 


1700-1984 


The earliest writers on Callanish generally mentioned only one circle 
in the area in addition to the main site. This followed Martin Martin’s note 
of about 1700, which presumably referred to site II : "Upon the same coast 
also there is a Circle of high Stones standing on one end, about a quarter of 
a mile’s distance from those above mentioned”. 


Colin Mackenzie’s 1792 article on Lewis antiquities mentioned three 
minor circles, in passing. John MacCulloch was the first to give a 
recognisable description of one site. In his 1819 Description of the Western 
Isles he mentioned "other circles", one of which "contains four uprights in 
quadrangular form". Clearly, this refers to site III. 


Jacob Worsaae, the great Danish archaeologist, paid a visit to 
Callanish during his tour of Britain in‘’1846. As well as the earliest 
drawings of the main site, he left his sketches of sites II, III and IV. 
However, his field notebook was never published; it is preserved today in the 
Nationalmuseet in Copenhagen. 


Daniel Wilson (1851), the six-inch Ordnance Survey map (1853) and 
Henry Callender (1854) all recognised the existence of four minor sites, but 
without any descriptions. 


In 1857, John Lynton Falmer made plans of six sites (including 
Callanish I). Tracings of Palmer's originals, and tidy copies prepared for 


Capt. F. W. T. Thomas, may be consulted today in the National Monuments 
Record in Edinburgh. 


The clearance of peat from the main site in October 1857 was followed 
in the next year by similar clearances at sites II, III and IV. Arranged by 
the proprietor of the island, Sir James Matheson, and probably directed by 
his Factor or the Factor’s deputy, there is no way in which these clearances 
could be called excavations. They did result in a brief upsurge of interest 
in the sites. 


Two papers on Callanish II were published in the Proceedings of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland (P.S.A.S.) in 1858. E. Ellice gave a brief 
description of what was found under the peat, while John Stuart was concerned 
to record some "incised marks" on a particular stone. 


An artist, whose name is recorded only as Mr. Sharbau, probably an 
assistant of Thomas, made pencil sketches and plans of sites II, III, IV and 
Vv. These are held by the National Monuments Record and are still of 
considerable interest. 


In August 1885, Callanish received its most important visitor to 
date. The Ancient Monuments Protection Act had recently been passed, and 
General Augustus Pitt Rivers was the first Inspector of Ancient Monuments. It 
was as a direct result of his visit that Lady Matheson put the main site into 
government care. 


Pitt Rivers and his artist-assistant Tomkin kept detailed notebooks 
recording their visits to sites II, III and IV. As these are "official 
Government papers" anyone wishing to examine Tomkin'’s lovely sketch of site 
IV and their other notes must visit the fortress-like Public Record Office 
near Kew Gardens in London ! 


While books on Scottish archaeology continued to mention the 
existence of minor circles near Callanish, no plans or full descriptions of 
any of the sites appeared before 1904 (except Stuart’s bird's eye view of 
site IT). W. C. Mackenzie's article Structures of Archaic Type in the Island 
of Lewis, also in P.S.A.S., included details of sites II, III, IV, V and 
VIII, with the first known photographs of several of them. 


Rear Admiral Boyle T. Somerville made surveys on Lewis in 1909 and 
published a paper on astronomical alignments at the main site three years 
later. The paper included the first published plans of sites III, IV, and 
VIII, with brief mentions of sites V and VI. 


The first and indeed still the only attempt at a full archaeological 
description of the sites appeared in 1928 in the Inventory ... of ancient 
monuments in the Western Isles, published by the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland (RCAHMS). The plans and 


descriptions were based on survey work by J. G. Callender mostly carried out 
in 1914, 


The publication, in 1967, of Professor Alexander Thom’s book 
Megalithic Sites in Britain marked ai turning point in the study 
of megalithic sites. Thom introduced the terminology of Callanish I to 


Callanish VII, made his own surveys of several of the sites, and analysed 
their geometry and astronomical alignments. However, he also stated that: 
"wee all ought to be very carefully measured and examined before any of the 
dimensions and declinations can be accepted as final". 


As a direct result of this and of the increasing academic furore 
surrounding Thom’s work, a team of geographers from Glasgow University 
visited Callanish in 1974. They extended the Thom numbering system to 
Callanish XII and surveyed all the twelve sites. Their plans were published 
in 1978, on the reverse of a large scale map of the whole area. It is now out 
af print, but the plans in this book are based on the "Glasgow Survey" plans, 
with some modifications. 


Accurate plans for six sites should have appeared some years earlier. 
Gerald Hawkins, of Stonehenge Decoded fame, wrote a paper in 1965 on 
astronomical alignments at the main site. Later, with the help of a National 
Geographical Society grant, he commissioned photogrammetric plans of both 
Stonehenge and Callanish. The commercial aerial photography concern which 
flew over Callanish also photographed six minor sites. I made enquiries both 
at the Smithsonian Institution and with the air survey company. I discovered 
that the plans were never drawn up from the photos - and that the company 
destroys all photos after a fixed number of years ! This is even more 
unfortunate when Hawkins’ plan is still the only one of the main site showing 
ground contours. 


Aubrey Burl’s Stone Circles of the British Isles (1976) included 
some details of the Callanish minor sites drawn from earlier sources. 
Unfortunately this important work also introduced a certain amount of 
confusion into the naming of some of the sites. "Loch Roag" and "Garynahine" 
are very imprecise names, not applied to specific sites by any other 
authors. 


In Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 1976 and 1977, working 
with Margaret Ponting and G. R. Curtis, we published additional discoveries 
about some of the known sites. We also extended the numbering to Callanish 
XIX to include some possible new sites first recorded by us. In 1979, Ron 
Curtis published a paper on the geometry of the five circular sites (four 
of which he had surveyed in 1972), with some speculations on 
inter-relationships between the sites. 


¥ 1981, Margaret Ponting and I produced two important works about 
Callanish. In Decoding the Callanish Complex: some initial results we 
published the most detailed account of the astronomical relationships of the 
Callanish sites. In Callanish — the Documentary Record, part II : The Minor 
Sites we collected all the previously published sources and analysed them as 
far as possible. 


Of all the publications mentioned in this section, only Thom’s and 
Burl’s books are in any sense readily available. Many accounts are in 
scientific journals; others exist only as single manuscript copies in 
archives. This volume is intended to bring together the more important 
material about all the minor sites, to reproduce some of the more interesting 
archive material for the first time, and to give a brief account of same of 
the geometrical and astronomical theories. It is based, in particular, on 
Decoding the Callanish Complex... and CDR II. 


a MAP TO SHOW THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF MEGALITHIC 


Great - 
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Bernera OF EAST LOCH ROAG 


RECOMMENDED TOUR 


VIiIt 


Not for the unathletic, but a good starting point with superb views 
over the area. &* 


Example of a single stone, clearly seen without leaving the main 
road. *x 


Solitary stone, by roadside. *x 

Allow most time for this. See "NEW LIGHT ON THE STONES OF CALLANISH" 
Short walk along footpath from road end. Close gates | *x* 

Near road. Stile provided. (XIV near here). K#* 

A half-mile walk into the moors. All stones lying prone. x* 

A short moorland walk. Single fallen stone. Recommended to anyone 
interested in ancient astronomical alignments if the Harris hills 
are clear. * 


Well worth a visit. Near road, but a barbed wire fence to climb. *x* 


Half mile moorland walk, wunspectacular site. (VII is on the way; 
IX is just above). %* 


Pleasant moorland walk (including VII, V, IX) but not recommended 
when moors wet. * 


10 miles from Callanish. Fascinating site. Combined with a visit 
to Bosta beach, an interesting day or half-day trip on its own. ¥** 


in which the sites are 
wggested tour. 


é Of least interest, or most 
fo) difficult to find 
¥en Minor sites h the greates 
9 LQ interest 


ASTRONOMY 


This is mot an appropriate place to enter into a detailed account of 
megalithic astronomy. It is assumed that most readers of this book will be 
able to consult the fuller account in New Light on the Stones of Callanish. 
Anyone with a more technical interest - who has, for instance, read some of 
Thom’s work — should consult Decoding the Callanish Complex ... 


For reference purposes, the diagram below shows the six solar and 
eight lunar directions which are most likely to have been indicated at 
megalithic sites. The "indication" may consist of an alignment formed by 
stones in a row (e.g. site V), a viewing line from one site to another (e.g. 
site XVII to site IV) or simply sighting along the flat face of a single stone 
(e.g. site XII). Particularly when the base-line is short, the indication 
should "point" to a prominent horizon feature — a mountain peak or a notch 
between hills - where the rising or setting sun or moon would have been seen 
on the appropriate date. 


SUNRISE AT SPRING 
& AUTUMN EQUINOX 


SUNSET AT SPRING 
& AUTUMN EQUINOX 


Azimuth 270° ‘Azimuth 90° 
March 21st, Sept. 21st March 21st, Sept. 21st 
6.27 pm GMT 6.27 am GMT 


The formulae using € and i are given merely for reference to the 
horizon profiles included in this book. Each profile is based on a detailed 
theodolite and camera survey of the horizon and accurate calculation of the 
sun's or moon’s position in 1550 B.C. On each diagram, the numbers along the 
lower edge are degrees of azimuth (North = 0, East = 90, South = 180, West = 
270), while those on the left edge are degrees of altitude (0° altitude 
represents a horizon at the same level as the observer's position). The A 
symbol used in some of the diagrams indicates slight variations due to a 
"wobble" in the moon’s orbit —- the perturbation. For full details of all these 
matters, see Ponting and Ponting 1981a. 


In the horizon profiles included in this book, a lunar event known as 
the "southern extreme of the maior standstill” figures quite a number of 
times. Jt is best understood by reference to the profile on page 38. The moon 
skims low across the southern sky, with only a few hours passing between 
moonrise and moonset. Especially when this event coincides with the June full 
moon, it is a spectacular event. However, it is a rare event occuring once a 
month over a period of several months, but then not being repeated for about 
18 years. This low skimming of the moon is more pronounced at a northerly 
latituce like Callanish. 


According to the theory published by us in 19681, the builders of the 
Callanish sites were interested in the complex movements of the moon, and 
particularly in this skimming of the horizon. All the Callanish sites except 
VIII, VIIIA and XV are situated within a diamond-shaped area, formed by 
drawing "viewing lines" to two ranges of mountains. Anywhere within the 
Callanish Diamond, the extreme southerly moon will rise out of the Paire hills 
(the "Sleeping Beauty") and set into the North Harris hills (the Clisham 
range). Sites V and XI, and the single stone sites, may have been primitive 
moon observatories. The five ring sites all incorporate symbolic alignments to 
lunar or solar extremes in their basic geometry. 


However, it should not be supposed that viewing the moon was the sole 
function of the Callanish sites. Many other rituals must have occured here. 


“knees” “body” “face” Profile diagram and 
photograph of the range 
lof hills im south east 
| Lewis, known around 
Callanish as the 
"Bleeping Beauty". 


Mor Guainemol Sidhean an Beinn Roneval 
Mhonadh Airgid shor 


Roineval and Beinn Mhor have 
slightly different relationships in 
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Profile of the Clisham 
range - the mountains of 
North Harris. 
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When the moon sets into these mountains at its southern extreme, due to the shallow angle of its path, it reappears (‘‘re-gleams”’) briefly 
in the V-notch, as seen from many of the Callanish sites. (See, for example, the horizon profile on Page 41) 
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MEASUREMENTS 


“Cattanizh This book contains, 


quite deliberately, a 

. a mixture of metric and 

diamond Imperial measurements. 1 

believe that converting 

S km. measurements to a different 
system leads to false 

impressions of accuracy 


(e.g. 6 feet converts to 
1.8288 metres). Therefore, 
the heights of stones, etc., 
are quoted in the form in 
which they were first 
recorded. The general effect 
of this is that measurements 
taken during recent research 


Roi are in metres, while 
oineval measurements taken from 
earlier sources (notably 


RCAHMS) are quoted in the 
original feet and inches. 

Qn all sité plans, 
PJ stones in solid black are 


8 Et, : erect. Fallen slabs are 
yf Sleeping 


arked in outline. 


Beauty” 


THE CALLANISH DIAMOND 


Clisham See text on previous page 


range 


ACCESS 


Access notes are given for most of the sites. All were carefully 
checked in the spring of 1984, but may not remain valid indefinitely. It 
should be noted that fences, footbridges and power cables can be moved, and 
even an instruction like "just past the last house in the village" can be 
invalidated by new building ! 


For several sites, a visit makes no demands on the least active 
motorist ! Such sites include I, II, III, XII and XVI. Sites IV and XI are 
neither far from a road, but a visitor to IV has to climb a barbed wire fence, 
while XI is a three-minute walk up a steep hillside. Visits to sites VI, X and 
XVIII, however, require a certain amount of moorland hiking and should not be 
undertaken without some knowledge of conditions in the moors. There are 
treacherous swampy patches in the Lewis moorland and it is not advisable for 
an inexperienced person to head for sites VI or X alone especially after a 
period of heavy rain. Use of a large scale map is recommended for all moorland 
trips — and Wellington boots at almost all times of the year ! 


GEOmMETRY 


Professor Thom‘s studies of stone circles throughout the British Isles 
revealed an underlying geometry for sites which had previously appeared merely 
to be poorly-laid-out circles. It is perhaps now less confusing to use the 
term "stone rings" for these sites in general. Some rings, like Achmore in 
Lewis, are true circles. Others, like Callanish II and Callanish IV, are 
ellipses. Thom also introduced the terms "Flattened Circle" and “Egg-Shaped 
Circle", and divided each group into various types. The diagram here shows the 
three varieties of “Thom geometry" which have been suggested for some 
Callanish sites (adapted from Curtis 1979). 


2 IN 


Flattened Circle Egg-shaped Circle Ellipse 


According to Thom, a unit of measurement which he called the 
Megalithic Yard was used in the geometrical planning of the sites, before the 
stones were erected. (1 MY = 2.72 feet) 


Thom’s suggestions have provoked much controversy. Evidence for the 
Megalithic Yard seems less convincing than evidence for the geometrical 
constructions. The Callanish sites appear to support the geometrical theory; 
sites I, III and X can all be interpreted as Type A Flattened Circles. More 
remarkably, perhaps, sites II and IV are ellipses of different sizes, but of 
identical proportions. 


However, it should be pointed out that, the less complete and the more 
damaged the site, the less reliable is any geometrical construction based on 
the present position of remaining stones. 


Up to four geometrical interpretations by different authors exist for 
each of the Callanish ring-sites (I, II, III, IV, X and perhaps VIII). 
Somerville simply drew two concentric circles making an annular ring broad 
enough to include all the stones. Thom’s own plans have now been superseded by 
improved surveys, as he had hoped would happen. Ron Curtis’ paper of 1979 is 
based on a full acceptance of the MY and the Thom geometries. His geometrical 
constructions for the five sites inevitably include whole-number values in 
megalithic yards because of the methodology used. 


The geometrical figures in this book were first published by Margaret 
Ponting and me in 1981. They use stone positions as surveyed by the Glasgow 
University team, and the Thom geometry, but they do not presuppose the 
existence of the Megalithic Yard. 


Cnoc Ceann a’ GHharraidh 


CALLANISH =z 


Grid ref.:222326 


Pron +: kroc kyain a gaa-ree 
Trans : hillock at the end of the wall 
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ACCESS : Leave Callanish on the | ALTERNATIVE NAMES : 
road towards Stornoway. Take a minor | Worsaae : Knock Ceann a Gharie 

road to the right before the road | Stuart : Cnoc Ceann 

rises up towards site III. The road | Somerville : Circle 2 

is not signposted but there is a large | RCAHMS : 90, Tursachan near Callanish 
boulder on the corner ! At the end of | Thom : H1/2, Cnoc Ceann, Callanish II 
this road (300m), walk through a gate | Buri : Lewis 8, Loch Roag 

and take a footpath 100m across a 

field. A second gate gives access to 

the site. Be sure to close both gates. 


Five stones stand erect at this site, ranging in height from 6'6" to 10'9", 
All records of the site since the earliest in 1846 agree concerning these five 
stones, but they differ about other features of the site. Five published plans exist 
and there are at least six others in various archives. Several authors give 
measurements of stones and descriptions of the site. Ellice gave a first-hand, but 
rather inadequate, account of the 1858 peat clearance. In the same year, Stuart 
published a paper with a plan of the site and notes on a particular stone. From all 
these documentary sources, the following notes and the composite plan have been 
compiled. 


PLAN 


OF SITE II. 
Stones 1 - 6 
and 8 are accurately 
positioned from the 
Glasgow survey plan. 
411 other features 
are added from 
earlier plans, and 
thus not accurately 
positioned. 


SHARBAU’S PENCIL 
SKETCHES OF THE 
STONES AT SITE 
Il, 1869. (Crown 
copyright, NMR) 


Before the peat was cleared, the five erect stones were the only visible 
features at the site. The tallest was then only 7'a" tall, so it is clear that 
around three feet of peat was stripped away. Within the circle and under the peat, 
additional short and prone stones were found. According to Ellice, the whole of the 
¢loor inside the circle was “causewayed". Presumably this meant paved or cobbled. 

Five smal) holes were found, lined with smooth round seashore pebbles. One 
account says that all of these were four inches square, but Sharbau, usually a 
reliable source, gives a measurement of 12" by 20" for the largest. Fragments of 
wood charcoal were found within the holes. They were variagusly called altars, 
fireplaces or wells ! Aubrey Burl probably came nearer the mark when he suggested 
that they may have been post-holes: perhaps evidence that some kind of wooden 
structure once stood within the circle. These heles are now filled in and almost 
impossible to distinguish. Sometimes they can be seen as slight depressions, but 
aniy in the winter months when there is little vegetation to hide them. 

Standing in front of stone 1 was another shorter stone, number 9, which feli 
sometime between 1840 and 1904. It was last shown on a plan drawn in 1914, but even 
then it was prone. Stones 1 and 9? formed the “north group" which was drawn by an 
anonymous artist in 1840. It is not certain if the flat, almost buried, stone to be 
seen near stone 1 teday is stone 9 or a remnant of it. 

A cairn was situated near the centre of the circle, but its position varies 
so much in plans and descriptions from 1858 to 1914 that one wonders if the stones 
of the cairn were periodically moved around by treasure hunters {| Although the cairn 
is still visible today, most of the stones have now been dispersed. 

In 1857, Palmer showed an outlying stone, number 11 on our plan. It cannot 
be seen today. Perhaps it has been cavered by new tur? growth, Certainly this 
process has encroached on the three slabs lying in the north-west arc of the ring. 
Only two of these are visible taday. The other is covered by turf. 


THE "NORTH GROUP", FORMED OF STONES i AND 9, AS 
DRAWN BY AN ANONYMOUS ARTIST IN 1860. Redrawn 
from the original in the NMR. 


ELEVATION 


4 OE ial a io 
BIRD’S EYE VIEW OF SITE II, AS DRAWN BY JOHN 
STUART IN 1858. A number of features not 
visible at the site today are shown clearly — 
stones 9 and 10, the cairn and four of the five 
pits. 


Stuart’s paper claimed that stone 10 had marks, possibly in Ogham script. 
Even the experts of those days doubted this. Today it seems obyious that the 
“script” consisted solely of natural cracks in the stone. However, the stone was 
“removed to Stornoway" for its protection ! 

We undertook an intensive search for information about the stone, and 
eventually found the most likely explanation of what happened. Sir James Matheson 
had the stone erected opposite Creed Lodge gates, then the main entrance to the 
grounds of his residence, Lews Castie. It remained standing there for about 60 
years. In 1919, while the walls of the Castle Grounds were being repaired after 
wartime neglect, the stone was partially broken up for building material. The 
workmen concerned were severely reprimanded for this action. Perhaps the boulder 
which still lies by the roadside here, shown in the photograph, is the remains of 
this megalith. 

According to the plan drawn by Ron Curtis, the two axes of the ellipse 
formed by the stones at site II were 26 Megalithic Yards long and 22 MY long, 
respectively. He points out that Site XI is almost due north from site II, producing 
a line parallel with the line from IV to xX. 

The plan in “Decoding the Callanish Complex", which is reproduced with some 
additions here, was drawn without the constraints of the MY. It is geometrically 
very Similar to Ron’s plan, but with a slight variation in the directions of the 
axes. Margaret Ponting and I consider that the major axis alignment of 170.5" 
represents a symbolic indication of the southerly extreme moonrise, similar to the 
situation found also at the other ring sites. 

We suggested three inter-site lines with possible astronomical significance. 
Site VI would have been silhouetted against the rising moon at the southern extreme 
of the minor standstill. Site X would have been very conspicuous on the horizon from 
this point when the stones were erect. Cnoc 4 Phrionnsa, while not on the 
horizen, may have been clearly visible when the cairn was complete, especiliy if it 
was faced with white quartz. At the northern extreme of the major standstill, the 
moon would have risen over site X and set over Phrionnsa. as seen from IT. 
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ALTERNATIVE NAMES = 
Worsaae Cnoc Mhelivir 
Somerville Circle 1 
RCAHMS: 93, Tursachan Cnoc Fillibhir Bheag 

H 1/3, Cnoc Fillibhir Bheag, Callanish III 
Lewis 4. Cnoc Fillibhir 


” 


This is a fascinating site from many points of view. It is certainly the most 
visited of the minor sites, as it is situated close to the main road and is provided 
with a stile. 

The site seems to attract the mystically-inclined who may find the main site too 
busy with tourists on summer days. Thus it has featured prominently in some "fringe" 
writings by dowsers, earth energies enthusiasts and the like. Most remarkably, it 
attracted the rock band Ultravox, led by Glaswegian Midge Ure, to record a pop video 
here on a stormy day in January 1984 ! 


The four stones which stand within the ring are an interesting feature of the 
site. Most authors have thought of them as an inner circle or ellipse, but MacCulloch 
called them “quadrangular" in 1819, changing the description to "square" in another 
publication three years later. Somerville, using an analogy with a much larger structure 
at Avebury in Wiltshire, called them a "cove". 

Ron Curtis gave two alternative geometries at this site, based on twa of Thom’ 
shapes: either a Type A Flattened Circle, with a longer diameter of exactly 20 MY; or 
Type III Egg shape. (In the latter case, the geometry is based on two Pyth 
triangles, one of 4, 8 and 10 MY, and the other of 4.5, 10 and 11 MY.) Thom himself had 
given, as a tentative interpretation, a complex double ellipse. 

Margaret Ponting and I prefer the interpretation using a Type A circle, as shown 
in the plan here. Two of the four stones within the ring lie on our axis. The is 
forms a symbolical alignment to the moonset at northern extreme of the major 
standstill 34). 


Before the 1958 peat clearance, there were thirteen erect stones visible, although 
some of them must have been only a few inches high. About three feet of peat was 
cleared, and this revealed some additional fallen stones. 


PLAN OF SITE III, Stone positions from Glasgow Survey. 
Numbering as published by Ponting and Ponting in CDR tl, as 
’ all earlier plans omitted some stones. 
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ABOVE LEFT: Somerville’s plan of site 
1II, showing the use of two concentric 
circles, and the four inner stones 
forming a "cove". 1912. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Thom’> plan 


tentatiy 


terpreted 
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tlipse. 1967. Courtesy 
BELOW: The rack band ULTRAVOX, led by 
Midge Ure, performing for a pop video at 
site III in January 1984. 


Photo by Sam Maynard/Stornoway Gazette 
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A writer who believes that 
ircles are part of the polishing 
of the human mirror" wrote this 

about site III: 

"J..(It) can be seen to what 
extent the ancients took care to draw in 
the energy of the rising sun, moon and 
stars, even after the extreme natural 
environment has weathered the stones. 
For thousands of years the sculptured 
forms of their tops still reflect the 
point on the horizon where that first or 
last ray enters or leaves the body of 
man and his goddess at precisely the 
same moment. The circle stone which 
makes an alignment must balance 
vibrationally with the point on the 
horizon where the celestial phenomenon 
occurs.. Magnetic energy, from 
faultlin ing beneath, auric energy 
of the stones themselves, add to this 
the human in contemplative state and the 
pure celestial energy of the 
“rising/setting" and the cosmic spark 
passes into, as well as out of, the 
goddess that surrounds him. He becomes 
an acupuncturist’s needle in the body of 
the earth and in so being, his state is 
changed and purified, his mirror is 
brightened and the reflective energy of 
his vision is clarified....." 
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Ta reach site IV, take the B8011 from 
Garynahine towards Uig and Great Bernera. 
About one mile along this road, the tops of 
the stones become visible on the rising 
ground to the right. A short walk from the 
road, which involves climbing over a 
barbed-wire fence, brings one to the site. 


ALTERNATIVE NAMES 


Worsaae =: Ceann Hulavig 
Sharbau : += Cean Thulabig 

Mackenzie : Tursachan Ceann Thulabhig 
Somerville : Circle 3 

RCAHMS : 94, Tursachan Garynahine 
Thom : Callanish IV, Ceann Thulabeg 
Burl : Lewis 5, Garynahine 


Hulavig is a word derived from the 
Norse. The spelling Thulabhig is an attempt 
to Gaelicise the name. Garynahine (which 
itself is an Anglicised spelling of Gearraidh 
na h’Aimhe) is the nearest village, and is 
not appropriate as a site name as five other 
sites are also within the Garynahine area. 


LEFT: WORSAAE’S 
DRAWING OF SITE IV, from 
his field notebook of 
1846 (National museet, 
Copenhagen) 


BELOW: TOMKIN’S DRAWING 

OF SITE IV, from his 

field notebook of 1895, 

courtesy of Public 
= Records Office. 


Qver the past nine years, I have known many fascinating, even magical 
experiences in connection with the study of the Callanish megaliths. One of the finest 
was a solitary visit to Ceann Hulavig for the equinoctial sunrise. 

At about 6.30 a.m. on the 2ist of March, with crisp frosty grass 
underfoot, I watched the sun rise like a ball of fire out of the southern slope of 
Eitshall into a clear sky. Silence and mystery pervaded the scene. The five large 
stones at Ceann Hulavig, with their thick encrustation of hoary lichens, stood guard. 
The stones at Ciil a Chleit were clearly visible but they were not in alignment with the 
sunrise. 

The stones range between about seven feet and nine feet tall. The sixth 
stone on our plan may once have stood near the position indicated. The stones form an 
ellipse which, though smaller has identical proportions. This is surely not a 
coincidence, but one more piece of evidence that there were geometrical principles 
behind the layout of these sites. 

Worsaae’s drawing of 1844 showed the same five stones as we see today. He 
noted (in Danish, of course): “I took the soil away from one (stone) and found it was & 
feet deep. It had been fixed by smaller stones”. A depth of about two feet of peat was 
removed in 1958 within the ellipse, so that the stones now stand at the edge of a 
poorly-drained hollow. Within the hollow is a pile of stones. This was drawn on 
Sharbau’s plan of 1860 and probably represents the remains of a central cairn. The 1885 
sketch from Tomkin*s notebook is a most attractive representation of the site. It is 
believed that some peat clearance for drainage purposes (an unofficial “excavation") 
took place here in the 1960s, but no records are available ! 


The largest of the cairn stones is set on edge. It can be thought of as a 
small central stone for the ellipse, especially as it lies on the main axis. This axis 
points towards site I, an approximate indication of midsummer sunset. However, the 
attitude of the central stone, at 162.5", indicates the rising of the June full moon at 
the southern extreme of the major standstill. Site IV is also involved in observation of 
the setting of the moon at the same date - see SITE XVII. 


Airigh nam Bidearan 


CALLANISH V 
Grid ref.1234299 


Fron : aa-ree nam bidge-ya-ran 
Trans : shieling of the pinnacles 


After visiting site IV, cross the road and walk up the slope to 
the sheep pens.Nearby there is a ruinous beehive house. Site VII is just beyond the pens. 
From thie point, one af the stones of site V can be seen, situated on the brown 
moorland and silhouetted on the horizon to the south-east. It is a walk of about 


one-third of a mile. (Site VI is also visible from this Point, but this stands on a green 
hillock.) 


ALTERNATIVE NAMES : All authors, amazingly, agree about the name of this site. Some 
authors who coded their sites were: RCAHMS, no.94; Buri, Lewis 2; Thom introduced the 
name Callanish ¥. While most earlier works have used the spelling airidh, the 
alternative, airigh, is used here, as it is preferred by Gaelic experts. Even the English 
translation af this word may not be familiar to some readers. An airigh or shieling was 
the summer pasture of the cattle, when they were taken into the moors away from the 
village and its crops. More particularly, the shieling was the stone dwelling used by the 
younger members of the family when they tended the cattle - a tradition much loved in 
Lewis folklore. 
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In most of the few plans and descriptions of site V which exist, 
only five stones are shown, none more than a metre high. It is not a spectacular site ! 
Sharbau’s plan shows more stones. A survey carried out by Margaret Ponting, Ron Curtis 
and myself confirmed the existence of Sharbau’s extra stones, and found others. We 
suspect that there may be as many as thirty stones at the site. Only the more prominent 
are shown on the plan opposite. 

With about 60 cm depth of peat covering most of the site, some 
quite sizeable stones have only their tips showing amongst the roots of the heather. 
Others may be totally buried. The true nature of site VY will be discovered only by major 
clearance of peat under supervision of archaeologists. 

The alignment formed by the three largest stones is one of the 
most interesting in the Callanish Complex. Alexander Thom first suggested that the row 
could have been use for accurate observation of the moonrise at the southern extreme of 
the major standstill. A group of young astronomers, John Cooke, Clive Ruggles, Roger Few 
and Guy Morgan, visited Callanish in 1975, to undertake a mew survey of the various 


MINOR NORTH MOONRISE AS SEEN FROM SITE 
VY, viewing along a line formed by four 
of the less conspicuous stones at the 
site. A small horizon feature at 
55.25° cannot be seen due to the 
considerable reduction of this 
profile. 


sites, from an astronomical viewpoint. Their results, published in a highly technical 
paper in 1977, considered 45 possible alignments at and between the Callanish sites. Of 
the 45 lines, only this alignment at site V accurately matched an astronomical event. 

(However, 19 sites give 342 possible intersite lines. Margaret 
Ponting and I have shown that 220 of these are inter-visible, so could have been used for 
astronomical indication. The 45 lines picked by Cooke and friends were chosen on the 
basis. of criteria which seem to us to be fairly arbitrary. Their conclusion, that one 
significant line out of 45 studied could easily have been a chance occurrence, was fairly 
inevitable, given the method which they used.) 

Both Thom and Cooke’s group published profiles of the distant 


MAJOR SOUTH MOONRISE 
AS SEEN FROM SITE V, 
when viewing along the 
alignment of three 
stones. 


alignment 
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horizon, as viewed from the row of three stones. Neither was accurate in that both 
omitted a nearby heathery slope, which obscured the moon for much of its path. The plan, 
photo and profile included here clearly show how an observer standing near the stone row, 
and ooking along their line towards a prominent boulder, would have seen the moon rise 
out of the “knees of the Sleeping Beauty”. This is the kind of accurate moon observatory 
which could have been used by prehistoric man in the prediction of eclipses. im 

Other alignments of smaller stones at this site may have indicated 
other lunar events. The most obvious is the moonrise at the northern extreme of the minor 
standstill (see map and smaller profile). There is an obvious horizon feature at 55.25", 
but it is too small to show on the much reduced profile. Other astronomical indications 
suggested by Thom in 1967 are not supported by further study at the site. 
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This site is about one-and-a-half miles THE TWO ERECT STONES 
from the road, beyond site V. Go downhill AT SITE VI, as seen 
towards the Amhuinn Dubh (the Black River). in the distance when 
Follow the footpath along the river bank, heading approaching along the 

upstream. Cross the river when you reach a banks of the Amhuinn 
footbridge. As this is at the far side of a sharp Dubh. 


meander, when crossing the bridge, one appears to 
| be heading away from the site. The stones are 
clearly visible at the summit of a green hillock. 
Do not head directly towards the stones, but 
follow the river-bank till you reach a fence. 
Then head uphill towards the stones. While this 
can be an extremely pleasant walk in summer 
weather, it is NOT recommended after a period of 
heavy rain. There are stretches of treacherous 
swampy moorland near the site. Private fishing 
rights exist) on the river; do not disturb anglers 
| RCAHMS, no 95; Burl, Lewis 5. 


The only descriptions of this site are in the 
RCAHMS Inventory and in “Discovery and Excavation 
in Scotland 1976". The only published plan is 
that made by the “Glasgow Survey". 

As far as I am aware, the RCAHMS 
surveyor, J.G.Callandar, is the only professional 


archaeologist to have examined the site and recorded an opinion. His visit was made in 
June 1914, He concluded that the site was a ruinous circle, but there seems to be little 
evidence for this nowadays. 

Only two stones stand erect today, three feet and five-and-a-half feet high. 
Other prostrate slabs lie nearby. To the north of the hillock, there is a ruined shieling 
and a stone-built fank (sheep-pen). The walls of the fank contain slabs which may once 
have stood erect. 

The mast likely interpretation of the site is that 4 large chambered cairn was 
once situated here. The mound of stones which formed the cairn has been used as a quarry 
for the fank and the shielings. Most of the slabs of the burial chamber have fallen, or 
have been broken and incorporated in the more modern structures. In fact, the site of the 
fank was probably chosen for proximity to a gocd supply of building materials ! 

The stones can be seen from a considerable distance today, on a green 


"slug-shaped" hillock in the brown moorland. The supposed cairn would have been even more 
prominent. 


ABOVE LEFT: The larger, 
north-east, stone, with 
the fank visible beyond. 


ABOVE RIGHT: part of the 
fank, showing large slabs 
which may once have been 
part of the site. 


LEFT : smaller erect 
stone in the foreground, 
larger stone seen beyond. 
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PLAN OF SITE VII 
ADAPTED FROM THE 
“GLASGOW SURVEY" 


ACCESS: see site V 


In his "Megalithic Sites in Britain", Alexander Thom included this sentence: 
"Callanish VII seems to be a ring of stones, 10 Megalithic Yards in diameter, situated 
between IV and V some 50 feet south-south-east of a ruin". The inclusion of the site in 
the Glasgow Survey — and indeed in this book - 15 4 direct result of this mention. 

The nearby ruin is the remains of a beehive house. This was recorded both by 
Capt. Thomas and by W. Mackenzie. Thomas believed that the beehive was built around 
1777, but Mackenzie’s informant suggested that all beehive dwellings were much older 
than this. Both Thomas and Mackenzie studied stone circles 45 well as beehive houses. 
Neither suggested that there was a megalithic structure nearby. 

In fact, there are many structures of this type in Lewis, and the most likely 
interpretation of the site is that it represents the remains af a kale-yard belonging 
to the beehive house. Thom was probably mistaken in considering it a prehistoric 
structure. It is included in this book solely for the sake of completeness. 


LEFT: beehive house as shown in 
Mack ie’s paper of 1904. 


BELOW: beehive house photographed 
from same angle in 1979. 
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As Somerville pointed out, the diameter of the semi-circle is formed by the 
sheer cliff-face. There is no evidence that the cliff subsided and took half a stone 
circle with it. The shape and position of the site seem to have been chosen 
deliberately. 

Of three published plans, Somerville’s is the most complete. Thom’s sketch 
omitted the fallen stone while the Glasgow Survey omitted the cliff-face and the 
eastmost, three feet tall stone, now between the fence and the cliff. (The other two 
erect stones stand 7ft bin and 9ft tall.) 

The site is not a "Guardianship site”, 50 it receives scant official 
protection. (The only minor sites which are in Guardianship are Il, III and IV.) During 
the °70s and early °80s, the site was disturbed in several ways. A pair of poles was 
erected for electricity cables. Bedrock was blasted to lay a water main through the 
middle of the site. A stock-proof fence was erected through the area. A workman on one 
of these projects later stated that he regretted that, while he had had a JCB on site, 
he had not re-erected the fallen stone! A photograph in the Inventory shows the 
appearance of the site before any of the changes occured, indeed before the bridge was 
built. I believe it is important that this site should be taken into Guardianship and 
the disfigurements corrected. 

It is a matter of opinion whether or not Cleitir should be considered as part 
of the Callanish Complex. It was first labelled as "Callanish VIII" by the Glasgow 
geographers. Thom had stated that the site was not “so far as is known" intervisible 
with any of the Callanish sites. In fact, Callanish VI can be seen, about nine 
kilometres away, though a practised eye may be needed. 

Somerville and Thom both linked this site with hilltop boulders and cairns 
visible on the horizon, though these are now considered dubious astronomical markers. 

In "Decoding the Callanish Complex eee", Margaret and I pointed out two 
interesting astronomical connections. The flat face of the most westerly stone 
indicates one of the Uig mountains, forming a rough indication of moonset at the 
southern extreme of the minor standstill. 

Subjectively, we felt that the position of the site demanded observation of the 
southern horizon; two of Somerville’s boulders are placed at almost due south. 
Therefore we prepared the horizon profile shown, with interesting results. When taking 
its most southerly path (major standstill) the moon never fully rose. Indeed, under 
some circumstances, it would remain below the horizon for its full transit. However, at 
minimum perturbation (one extreme of the "wobble" in the moon’s orbit) the path was as 
shown here. 

In a fanciful moment, one cannot help wonderimg if a semi-circular site was 
deliberately constructed for observation of the half-risen moon ! The whole of the moon 
could have been seen merely by moving a short distanc® up the slope behind the site. 


The rise of the same moon 
can be observed from site 
#Y, only a short distance 
@way - and may have acted 
zs a “warning” for the 
transit at site VIII. 
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Thom, in his note about Cleitir, 
stated “Across the narrows on the 
Lewis side, there is (or was) a 
single stone”. his was the only 
record till Margaret Ponting made 
local enquiries and found the 1.7m 
megalith. It lies on the verge of 
an unsignposted minor road, 100m 
south of the bridge. It seems that 
it was thrown down during road 
widening in the early 770s. It was 
1.1m tall when erect. 
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This site is reached by climbing 
a fence and walking to the top of the 
slope on which site ¥V is situated. The 
obvious "shepherd’s cairn” is no 

ancient structure. The two slabs, al 
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1.3m long, which lie nearby, may be the 
remains of a prehistoric structure, but 
it would be difficult to prove this. The 
discovery of the site was made by the 


Glasgow geographers, when in ing one 
of their survey control points (BRAG) on 
this hilltop. 


Na Dromannan 


CALLANTISH xX 
Grid ref.:230336 


Fron + na drym-a-nan 
: the ridges (backs) 


Trans 


SITE xX is very difficult to 1853 6" 0.5. map : Druim nan Eun 
photograph adequately, as it RCAHMS : 92; Druim nan Eum 
consists of many stone slabs lying Burl : Lewis 6; Druim nan Eum 
among the heather moorland. Glasgow survey : Callanish X 

Curtis : Na Dromannan 


The name Druim nan Eun (ridge of the 
birds) originated from the first 


This cliff face, to the west of site X, is Ordnance Survey of the area. However, 


traditionally considered ta have been the local informants are certain. chat. this 
quarry for the megaliths used to construct resulted from the records of a surveyor 
the main site at Callanish. who misunderstood the Gaelic name he had 
collected locally. The correct name, Na 
Dromannan, literally means "the backs", 
comparable with the English name for a 
ridge-shaped hill of “Hogsback". Eum was 
a later spelling error. 


ACCESS : The half-mile walk to site Xx 
traverses wet peaty moorland with deep 
erosion gullies and is not recommended 
after wet weather. The site can easily be 
missed in the trackless moor. Follow these 
instructions carefully; better still, use 
the grid reference given and a large scale 
map. 


Leave the main road about 
150m east of the access stile to site III. 


—-- so -—— 


Climb the small hill to the north of the 
road, where you will find site XIV. Walk 
northwards along the ridge, aiming for a 
low cairn which is visible on the horizon. 
On reaching a shallow valley, turn right 
along it, following the tiny stream. 
Reaching the head of the stream, go up 
onto the next rocky ridge, marked by two 
conspicuous boulders. The: site is just 
beyond this point. 

Site X was first recorded by 
Callander in the RCAHMS Inventory - still 
the only “official archaeological opinion" 
on the site. It was also mentioned by 
D.D.C.Pochin Mould in a 1953 travel book 
about the islands, "West-Dver-Sea". 

None of the stones is erect today 
and it must be a matter of opinion 
whether they ever were erect. Ron Curtis 
wrote: "The existence of. packing stones 
concentrated near one end and the existence 
of one excavated pit strongly argue in 
favour of initial erection ;and subsequent 
collapse when the shallow soil eroded from 
the packing stones around the base of the 
monoliths." If erect, the circle must have 
been silhouetted on the horizon and as 
clearly visible from the lower-lying parts 
of Callanish as the stones at the main site 
are today. 

There are about 19 megaliths at 
the site, which seem to form a ring of 
10, with seven more within the ring and two 
outliers. The geometry of the site must 

remain tentative, when the: stone positions 
ee ———2° metres are uncertain. On Ron’s plan, published in 
1979, a Type A Flattened Circle is drawn, 
which has a major axis of 22.5m, equal to 
26 Megalithic Yards. More remarkably, the longer axis "points" to site XI, while the 
shorter axis “points” to site I. Also, site IV is almost due south of site X. As Ron 
pointed out, such findings pose more questions than they answer ! 

The plan published by Margaret and I in 1981 was prepared without the 
constraints imposed by the use of the Megalithic Yard. Nevertheless, we also found 
that a Type A Flattened Circle formed the best fit. With the uncertainties about the 
site, we considered that there was a 9 possible variation in the direction of 
the major axis. This variation is shown in the plan reproduced on thie page. 

At sites I, II and III, we had found that one of the axes was aligned with a 


horizon position of the moon at one of the lunar extremes. Amazingly, the 9 
variation in site X'S major axis, when transferred to the southern horizon, covered 


the whole of the intersection of the rising moon’s path with the horizon (southern 
extreme of major standstill), as shown in the profile below. 
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Airighnh na Beinne Bige 


CALLANISH XI 


Grid ref.:222356 


Pron +: aa-ree na bain-ye beg 
Trans : shieling of the little hill 


ACCESS: In Breasclete village, take 
the Pentland Road towards the moors. 
(This road is still marked on many 
maps as the B8010 and appears to be 
the shortest route to Stornoway. 
However, it is not tarmaced all the 
way and is not a recommended through 
route. It originated as a levelled bed 
for arailway line, intended to carry 
fish from Breasclete Pier to 
Stornoway. But Lord Leverhulme’s 
ambitious plans for Lewis collapsed in 
1923 before the railway could be 
built.) Immediately beyond the first 
cattle grid, leave the road and climb 
steeply up the hill on the left for 
about jive minutes. 


The site is on a peat-covered terrace about fifty metres across. There is a 
fine view across the whole Callanish area from this spot. 


DISCOVERY: The single standing stone has long been known to the people of 
Breasclete. Surprisingly, it had never been recorded in any archaeological literature. 
The Glasgow Survey team included it, and as a result of having seen their 
pre-publication material, we recorded the site in "D & E". All the information known 
about this site was gathered by Margaret Ponting, Ron Curtis and myself. 
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LEFT: plan of major 
features at site XI with 
viewing lines marked. 


10 metres 


FEATURES AT THE SITE: 

a. Damp hollow. Probing suggests this is a stone socket. 

b. Standing stone,1.S5m high, ©.5m cross section, with packing stones. 

c. Slab beneath turf, found by probing. 

d. Small stone stump. 

e. Damp hollow. Probable socket hele. 

#. Broken slab lying on surface. 
(When clearing heather roots to examine this stone, we found a Neolithic stone 
axe-head 103mm x S9mm x 32mm, shown approx. natural size in the photograph.) 

g» Broken stump and loose slab. 

h. Fallen stone, 1.85m long. The photograph shows it shortly after some peat had been 


cleared away from it. The lighter area had been bleached by prolonged contact with 
the acid peat. 


The Glasgow Survey shows only one of these features, the erect stone, plus five 
boulders about twenty metres to the northeast. These boulders have fallen from the 
cliff behind the site and are not a genuine prehistoric part of the site. As at site 
V, extensive peat clearance under controlled conditions would be the only way to 
discover the full extent of the archaeological remains. 


RIGHT: midwinter moonrise 
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Local tradition records that this site has been used, perhaps for 
generations, as a source of suitable slabs for use as door lintels for black houses. 
A piece of metal embedded in a crack in the erect stone tends to confirm this ~ the 
result of an unsuccessful attempt to split the remaining stone. The stones were 
sometimes taken to the village on sledges in winter. There is even a tale of regular 
hauntings at one house due to the offending "Druidical” lintel; which continued till 
the occupier emigrated ! 

Initially, we thought that the site was the remains of a large circle. Having 
found about twenty possible features (only the more certain ones being shown on the 
plan) it was clear that the site was not a circle. 

Latterly, Margaret and I suggested that it could be a southward-facing 
“observatory” site (to match the predominantly north-facing observatory of site V?). 
The features near the cliff represent observing positions and the features at the 
lower edge of the terrace act as markers for horizon positions. Eight such viewing 
lines are listed below. They are also indicated on the plan, and the appropriate 
horizon profiles are reproduced here. 

Remarkably, all the other sites in the “Callanish Complex" are visible from 
this site, with the exception of site VIII - and this was "marked" by site XY, which 
would have been visible when erect. XI, XV and VIII are in a straight line. 


Papal 140° Midwinter sunrise over moorland hillock (Tom) 

156.6" 

141° } Major south moonrise over Sleeping Beauty range 

166° 

190.5" 

190.5" Major south moonset over North Harris hills 

1936.5" 

201.5° 

lignment from site XI to site I: Major south moonset into the prominent 
mountain "notch" of Glen Langadale 
(See also site XVII) 
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Stonefielid 


CALLANISH XItI 


Grid ref.:215350 
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Sgeir nan Each 


CALLANISH XIII 
Grid ref.:215341 


Pron ' skay-th man yuch 


Trans : skerry of the horses 


Sgeir nan Each is 
a small tidal islet. 
Fram the causeway leading 
to Callanish village, 
follow shore towards open 
sea. Do not attempt this 


without (a) Wellinaton 
Boots, (b) willingness to 
cros areas of 


seaweed-covered rock, and 
(c) anough time to 
while the tide r 
low. 


The possible site 
consists of two collapsed 
cairns and a thin prone 
slab (130cm x SOcm 
10cm). The slab has 
probably been trimmed in 
relatively recent times 
for intended use for a 
lintel. 

Although the 
archaeological status of 
this site is uncertain, 


its position is 
of some astronomical 
interest. Prof. Thom’s 
suggestion that the lines 
of the avenue at 
Callanish I indicated 
southern reme moonset 
on Clisham is one of the 
best-known "facts" about 
Callanish. Actually, for 
an observer in the 


avenue, Clisham is hidden 
by a rocky outcrop. Site 
XIII is directly in line 
with this alignment. Seen 
from this spot, Callanish 
I is silhouetted against 
Clisham (though the view 
is now confused by the 
houses of = Callanish 
village). The profile 
shows how this indicates 
the moonset. 


Cnoc Sgqeir na H-Uidhe 


CALLANISH XIV 


Grid ref.:228329 
Fron +: kroc skayth na hoo-ya 


Trans hillock of the skerry of the ford 


450m east of a cattle grid 
and 100m north of the nearest point 
on the road, Callanish XIV is a 
single small upright stone. It is 
situated at the summit of a ridge, 
just beyond the power lines. It is 
less than half-a-metre high but is 
fixed in place by packing stones. 
About 100m west of the stone, there 
is another feature (XIV), formed of 
small stones set on edge in a 
rectangular setting 1.4m by 0.65m. 

But the chief interest of 
this site is that the smali erect 
stone is east of the circle at 
Callanish I. Thus for an observer at 


the main site, sunrise occurs 
directly above site XIV at the 
equinox. 


The diagram below illustrates 
a Simple archaeoastronomical technique, which requires only a camera and slide 
projector. The ile method using theodolite and electronic calculator is more 
accurate - but thrilling than actually going out and experiencing a sunrise ! 


Due to the obliquity of the ecliptic (the tilt of the earth’s axis), 
one cannot v and migwinter events as they were seen in prehistoric 
times the equinoctial events always ur due east and west. 

tripod wit circle at Callanish [, equipped with a 
Omm 1977, the mo autumn equinox was 0330 on Sept 23rd, so 
the first was taken at rise just 3 hours later, The sun rose, a few 


minut e, from a bank of cloud which had obscured the horizon. Thus the upper row 


of sun discs, superimposed tracings from six colour slides, does not start from the 
horizon. 

The next nrise was perfect. 

The lower r s shows the full 

sequenc the sunri e extent of one day’s 

ot the horizon is 

hown. $0 Ct alignment of 

sunrise position. 


the 


of seven d 


Airigh MhRaocldSnuich 


CALLANISH XV 


Grid ref.:177346 


Pron: aa-ree vooll-dough-n-yuch 
Trans : Ludovic’s shieling 


John MacCulloch, writing about Callanish I in 1819, also stated: jolitary 
stones apparently of a monumental ‘nature, are found in this neighbourhood, as well 
as on the island of Bernera". It seems probable that site XV is one of these 
"monumental stones" on Bernera. When erect, it must have stood about 
three-and-a-half metres high. 

It was first brought to Margaret’s attention by the Kirkibos crofter on 
whose land it lies. He states that, in his youth. he chipped off parts of the stones 
to make supports for a fence 

After the Bernera Bridge, take the first turning to the right, signposted 
“Wirkibost". After 0.9 miles, there are two metal gates facing each other on either 
side of the road. fhe gate on the left has a small rocky cliff behind it. The stone 
is on the grassy ridge above the cliff - about 100m. The lower end appears to be 
surrounded by packing stones. A void under the centre of the stone tends to confirm 
the idea that it was once erect and has fallen. 

Such a massive stone would have been visible from a considerable distance, 
and could itself have been used as izon marker, like some of the enormous 
megaliths studied by Thom in Brittany. By erecting a conspicuous pole at the site, 
we were able to confirm that the stone w visible from sites IV and V, as well as 
from VIII, which as only 1.3 km away from site XI 3) 

Standing at the stone and looking to the south, the hi i formed by a 
completely different range of hills from those seen from However, th 
intersection of the extreme southerly path of the moon with these hil has eral 
characteristics milar to those viewed from Callanish sites. This is shown by 
the profile below. A section has had to be omitted, in which the moon remained below 
the horizon. Perhaps the gleam of the moon the important event whi 
observed here. One cannot be certain, when ion of the stone in its socket 
is unknown, whether the stone "indicated" thi n of horizon. The gleam occured 
an hour 1 rr than the half-rise of the moon at site VIII, wh may fh 
acted as a "warning" for this observati 


Cliacabhaigh 


CALLANISH XVI 
Grid ref.:213338 


Pron : clee-ak-a-vie 
Trans : nice spot (Norse, not Gaelic) 


This is such an obvious standing stone that it 15 surprising that it had not 
been recorded till brought to our attention and published in "D and & 1976". It is 1 
metre high and stands by a wall on the east side of a minor road, between the two most 
northerly houses of Callanish village. Local traditions encourage the idea that the 
stone is an ancient feature. 

Its position is very interesting as it is 900 metres from the central stone at 
the main site; at an azimuth of just 1", it is very close to due north and is in 
direct line with the central megalith and the south row. As seen from this stone, the 
moon would have transitted low over the horizon when at its southernmost extreme. This 
would have been a4 spectacular sight, with the main site semi-silhouetted by’ the 
moonlight. The photograph shows the view concerned, which is now confused by houses 
and poles. 

There are two other stones within about 20 metres. One is im the line of a 
wall, so may be modern. The other is almost buried by peaty soil, within the 
croftland. Some other lunar events may be indicated by these three stones. 


Druim na H-AGONM CHLlicscichn 


CALLANISH XVII 


Grid ref.:237320 


Pron 


drym na hay-on cloy-che 
Trans 


ridge of the one stone 


Al SS: Leaving 
Garynahine on the road 
towards Stornoway, go 
left into the moors 
immediately after the 
last croft. Follow the 
for about 150m, 
a right-angled 
Then follow the 
of the power 

another 150m. 


ot 
neighbor 
the 


Survey 


for p 
might 
former 
standi 


name of 


arching the 


ridge, found the 
prone slab 
which we call 
Callanish XVII. It must 


have been about 1.5) 
tall when erect. 
Probing indicated the 
presence of possible 
packing stones in the 
area outlined by 
string in the 
photograph. 


It was only later that we 
found the site was marked as 
"Stone" on the 1853 6" to 1 mile 
Q.S. map; and discovered a short 
documentary reference. "A standing 
stone once stood in the doctor’s 
garden at Garynahine; but it fell 
on its face some years ago, while 
peats were being excavated in 
close proximity to it." 
(8.8.McGregor, 1933). The nearest 
house was formerly the doctor’s 
house and the stone is on the moor Glen Langadale 
only a short distance outside the 1 
"garden". 

From site XVII, the v-shaped 
mountain "notch" of Glen Langadale 
articularly spectacular, 

permitting. " Also, 

mish IV is directly in line 
with the bottom of the notch, as 
illustrated by the photograph. It 
can be seen clearly with the naked 
eye and would have been even more 
obvious before the growth of peat. 


Site 1V —ge’ 


1 


192 193 196 195, 196 197 196 199 200 201 


The horizon profile shows that this i a particularly 


impressive astronomical 
indication. The moon, at the s 


thern extreme of major standstill, would have 

cranes nae in the notch at one limit of the perturbation (the “wobble” in the moon’ s 

orbit) but not at the other. The moonrise as viewed over the Sleeping Beauty from 
sites IV or V could have ‘acted as a "warning" for this event a few hours later. 

t the next major standstill in 1987, the moon’s path will be a higher than 

wn ere, but the moon will still set briefly into the mountains, then reappear in 

rise cf this same moon which is indicated by the alignment 


itude of the small central stone at site IV - and all three 
sites are within about a mile of one another. 
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Loch Crogach 


CALLANISH XVIII 


Grid ref.:244292 


Pron 
Trans 


loch craw-gach 
(unknown) 


This stone is marked on the 
1:10000 0.S, map. It is situated in an 
isolated spot in the moors south of site 
VI. It is only 60cm high, but appears to 
have been wedged deliberately upright in 
a cleft of the rocky ridge. There is no 
way to tell if this was done in 
prehistoric times or relatively recently 
- possibly a backrest for a shepherd 
sitting on a hillock which has a view 
over an extensive area of moor. 


Buaile Chruaidh 


CALLANISH XIX 
Grid ref.1218331 


boo-ail croo-yuch 


on Ee This stone stands by a black 
house ruin in Callanish village, just up 
the hill from the road junction by the 
telephone kiosk. 

It is only 70 cm high, but 
appears to be the broken remnant of a 
stone which was once much taller. Local 
people can suggest no possible function 
for it and accept that it may be an 
ancient megalith. 

It is difficult to be certain of 
the direction in which the flat face of 
a broken stone “pointed”, but it does 
seem to indicate the right slope of 
Roineval, from which the moon rose at 
the southern extreme of the major 
standstill. 


Cnec 2&2 FRrionnsa 


Fron 
Trans 


kroc a free-onts-sa 
Prince's hillock 


Grid ref.:211355 


This site is within a croft boundary at 
asclete and should not be visited without 
ining the permission of the crofter. 

A plan of this site was drawn by Palmer in 
7; and it appears as entry no. 79 in the RCAHMS 
Inventory. The definitive description, however, 
appears in Audrey Henshall’s "Chambered Tombs of 
otland" (1972). She refers to it as 

Breasclete, LWS 1". The plan and note included 
here are both derived from her book. 

The stones which remain at this site 
appear to represent the north half of an oval or 
circular chamber. The other chamber slabs, a roof 
slab and the mound of small stones which 
presumably once formed a cairn over the chamber, 
are all now missing. They were, most probably 
incorporated into the structure of nearby black 
houses, themselves long fallen into ruin 

The four remaining uprights(b-e) range 
from 2'9" to 3'9" high, and their edges are almos 
touching. A stone showing through the turf to the 
south-west (a) is probably the tip of a fallen 
chamber slab. There is a much smaller upright (4) 
and another small earthfast stone (g) to the 
south-east. 

Despite the name "Prince’s Hillock", we 
know of no legend associated with the name. If the 
cairn was faced with white {like Newgrange 
near Dublin and other burial cairns) it would have 
been a spectacular landmark (see site II). 


Falimer 


Ss unknown Site 


The National Monuments Record holds 
six plans of Callanish sites prepared by John 
Lynton Palmer — and also tidier copies of each 
plan prepared for Capt. Thomas. Qne of the six 
sites cannot be identified with certainty today. 

On his plans of sites II, III and IV, 
Palmer gave distances and compass directions to 
the main site. On his plan of Cnoc a Phrionnsa, he 
gave distance and direction from the main site. 
Also, the distances which he gave were not 
particularly accurate.In the case of the "mystery 
site", it was 400 yards from the main site, but 
one cannot be sure from Palmer’s record whether 
this was to the north-west or to the south-east of 
Callanish I. 


In the south-east position, on the Leobag 
peninsula, field walls of a late Bronze Age farm 
were discovered. They were studied by Margaret 
Ponting and myself in 1977-8 and by a team from 
the Central Excavation Unit in June 1979. Nothing 
which resembled Palmer’s site was found in the 
area. 

Four hundred yards to the north-west of 
the main site, there are various kaleyards and 
other relatively recent structures, but nothing 
similar to the arc of stones shown on Palmer’s 
plan. 

However, 476 yards NNW of the central 
stone at Callanish I there is an arc of stones 
which forms an approximate match with Palmer’s 
arc. Situated on Cnoc nan Cnamh (kroc nan 
g-naarve, hillock of bones), the possible site 
lies within the croftland of Callanish. 

Several Small slabs on our plan were 
probed or had turf temporarily cleared from them. 
Only one of the stones is still on edge. There is 
nothing really worth visiting at the site today. 
Local knowledge records that some stones from the 
site have been incorporated into nearby buildings. 
No investigations have been made into the 
relationships of this possible site with the other 
Callanish sites, 
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LEFT: Copy of Palmer’s plan of 
an unknown site. 

TOP RIGHT: the possible site 
at Cnoc nan Cnamh. 

CENTRE RIGHT: plan of features 
at Cnoc nan Cnamh for 
comparison with Palmer’s plan. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: small excavation 
trench, revealing a small slab 
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From 1963 till 1974, Gerald and Margaret Ponting lived at Kesgrave near 
Ipswich, Suffolk. They researched, wrote and published a history of their parish. In 
1974, disillusioned by the urbanisation of the English countryside, they "emigrated" 
with their children, Benjamin and Rebecca, to the Isle of Lewis. 


The Callanish Standing Stones, the so-called “Stonehenge of the Hebrides” is 
one of the most remarkable, though little-known, megalithic sites in Britain. The 
Pontings were fascinated by the site, only a mile from their new home, and began 
research on their own account. Neither had any formal training in archaeology, yet 
within four years they were the acknowledged experts on the site. 


In 1977, they published the first-ever book about the site, "The Standing 
Stones of Callanish". It sold 13000 copies in the next seven tourist seasons, but 
was replaced in 1984 by "New Light on the Stones of Callanish", incorporating much 
new information that has been discovered since 1977. 


Gerald and Maraaret are now separated, but each continues with a different 
aspect of their formerly-joint archaeological projects. In a number of cases, 
excavation and survey work begun by them has resulted in more extensive work by 
professional teams from Edinburgh - not just at Callanish but at other island sites. 
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